The 6 week check--an opportunity for continuity of care.
The opportunity for continuity of care may be won or lost when new parents present to their general practitioner for their new baby's first health assessment. The GP's duty of care to the infant includes, but is not limited to, detection of biological vulnerability. The article describes the elements of the physical examination of infants at 6 weeks and its context in a system of healthcare. Confident and competent physical examination of an infant is valued by parents and supported by expert consensus. In a time-poor environment it is possible to both examine the baby and to establish a relationship with the family that over time may enhance the child's health and lifelong wellbeing.